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The Best Aussie Christmas Light
Displays Worth Towing For
Christmas hits differently on a caravan road trip — gum trees,

roos, and then suddenly a whole town glowing with

Christmas lights like it’s auditioning for the North Pole.

There’s tinsel on verandas, fairy lights on fences and at least

one very committed dad zip-tying a glowing reindeer to his

roof.

So let’s do Christmas properly, caravan style. Here’s a trail

of the most joyful, over-the-top, wonderfully festive light

displays around Australia to roll into this December.

RADIANCE – ROCKHAMPTON (QLD)

WHEN: 28 Nov – 24 Dec

WHERE: Botanic Gardens 

Rockhampton doesn’t do Christmas halfway — it goes full

cinematic. Radiance transforms the Botanic Gardens into a

glowing, pulsing, immersive light wonderland that would

make even Santa drop his milk and cookies.

What makes it special:

Step inside the Toy Maker’s workshop, filled with

interactive surprises

A brand-new light & sound spectacular synchronised

to custom music

Returning favourites like the shimmering Japanese

Gardens

Yes, falling snow. In Queensland. Because why not?

 

LOXTON LIGHTS FESTIVAL (SA)

WHEN: 29 November – 31 December

WHERE: Loxton

For over 30 years, the Riverland town of Loxton has

embraced Christmas like no other. The community comes

together to create over 350 hand-painted Christmas

scenes, with large clusters of residential streets and a

dazzling main street called East Terrace.

Expect:

The iconic East Terrace glowing from end to end

A giant Christmas tree smack-bang on the

roundabout

Markets, tiny family-run shops, bakeries and

boutiques

Easy daytime exploring + magical nighttime twinkle

 

HUNTER VALLEY GARDENS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

SPECTACULAR (NSW)

WHEN: 7 November – 26 January 

WHERE: Hunter Valley Gardens 

This is the Disneyland of Christmas lights. Giant trees,

glowing tunnels, illuminated animals, themed zones… It’s

whimsical, immersive, and absolutely made for families,

couples and anyone with a pulse.

Expect:

Huge walk-through tunnels

Fairy-tale and storybook zones

MASSIVE Christmas trees

Endless photo ops (seriously, clear your storage)

Off to find the shiniest, sparkliest, most over-the-top Christmas lights
in Australia. If we’re not blinded, did we even try?

TOOWOOMBA CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND (QLD)

WHEN: 6–24 Dec

WHERE: Queens Park Botanic Gardens 

This is Christmas with heart. Toowoomba’s Botanic Gardens

turn into a joyful mix of lights, music, raffles, BBQs,

entertainers and local performers. It’s wholesome in the best

possible way — the kind of event that makes you feel like a

kid again.

Expect:

Roving entertainment and nightly performances

Traditional light displays

BBQs, raffles and community fun

Open 7–10pm (9pm on Christmas Eve)

Entry by gold coin donation or tap & go

 

LIGHTS OF LOBETHAL (SA)

WHEN: Starts 12 December 

WHERE: Lobethal, Adelaide Hills 

One of Australia’s oldest and most iconic community light

festivals — 60 years of locals decorating their homes,

businesses, laneways and gardens with the kind of

dedication that makes your own tangled box of fairy lights

look embarrassing.

Expect:

Streets lined with traditional and modern light

displays

Markets, food stalls and artisan makers

Hills charm that pairs perfectly with a warm night walk

A true community-first Christmas vibe

 

DARWIN WATERFRONT CHRISTMAS TRAIL (NT)

WHEN: 29 November – 4 January  

WHERE: Darwin Waterfront 

Darwin goes tropical for Christmas with a brand-new large-

scale Waterfront Light Trail. The trail brings out enormous

glowing sculptures you didn’t know you needed — including a

giant octopus. 

Expect:

A full 1km illuminated trail

11 huge displays including Santa, a lighthouse and

that glorious octopus

Live performers and roving entertainment

Santa visits Fri–Sun

The Waterfront Express train running nightly

6:30–8:30pm

Christmas lights tour: because sightseeing is better after dark.

GEELONG CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS (VIC)

WHEN: Mid-Nov – Jan

WHERE: Adventure Park 

The Geelong Christmas Festival of Lights is a huge, glowing,

2.5km trail packed with 3.3 million lights and more than 1,000

installations. Animals, toys, fairy-tale scenes, immersive

tunnels — it’s basically Christmas turned up to 100.

Expect:

Enchanted gardens

Giant illuminated sculptures

Light tunnels you’ll want to walk through twice

Incredible photo moments everywhere

 

RIO TINTO CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TRAIL, PERTH (WA)

WHEN: 28 November – 28 December

WHERE: Perth CBD 

The city turns into a festive treasure hunt, with 22

installations spread across malls, parks and laneways — plus

projections, roving acts and special event nights.

Expect:

“Merry Mile” family-friendly walking route

Animated light shows

Sculptures, projections, trees and street displays

Surprise performances and Santa appearances

Aussie summer nights + a car full of snacks + chasing Christmas
lights = elite December vibes.

Windows down, carols low, lights ahead. December done right.

MANDURAH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TRAIL

WHEN: 28 Nov – 4 Jan

WHERE: Mandurah  

Coastal Christmas at its finest. Mandurah glows from the

city centre to the Ocean Marina, with events sprinkled

through December. The event starts on 28 Nov 2025 and

runs until 4 Jan 2026. In addition to the Christmas Lights

Trail, the family-friendly events across the city include a

Christmas pageant, Carols in the Park with Conrad Sewell

and New Year’s Eve fireworks.

Expect:

The big Christmas Pageant

Carols in the Park with Conrad Sewell

New Year’s Eve fireworks

Family-friendly vibes, markets, installations and

waterfront glow

GPS set to: “Where the magic is.”
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