Off-grid adventures for OTM owners
Diane and Chris
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Off-grid adventures for OTM

owners Diane and Chris

Why Diane and Chris Keep
Coming Back to the OTM

Retreat

When Diane and Christopher Rice first hit the road in their
caravan, they never imagined they’d one day be balancing
grape harvests with off-grid adventures. But that’s exactly
where life has taken them - from the busy Gold Coast to the
peaceful South Burnett, where they now run a boutique
vineyard and live a life filled with vino, van trips and a very

cute dog named Molly.

“We didn’t plan to become winemakers,” Diane said. “We just
fell in love with this rundown little cottage and vineyard, and

thought, ‘let’s make it work!"”

Having been loyal On The Move travellers for more than 15
years, Diane and Christopher are no strangers to the caravan
lifestyle. Their current van, a Traxx Series Il Off Roader, which

they've had since 2018, has taken them all over Australia.

“It’'s beenreally good to us,” Christopher said. “You can just
go wherever you want, especially off-grid. It's your home on

wheels.”

Living near the OTM headquarters at Yatala made it easy in
the early days - but after swapping coastal life for a more
relaxed pace, the couple found themselves running a three-

acre vineyard and learning a completely new skill set.

The South Burnett locals say the move away from the Gold
Coast was all about peace and purpose. “It was just too

hustle and bustle,” Christopher said.

Diane said learning how to run the vineyard really challenged
them, it kept their minds active and gave them something

new to focus on.

“We were busy! We haven’t quite got our license yet, but
that’s coming soon. The local winemakers were amazing,
they'd come around and help us make the wine. It was just

lovely.”

And while the vineyard is their passion project, the van

remains their escape hatch.

‘We've loved it. We've done a fair bit of travelling, so that’s
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